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The 2011 Angel Awards Ceremony is hosted by the Lewisville Lake Symphony 
The ceremony will be held Sunday, November 13 at 1:00 PM in the Recital Hall at Medical Center of Lewisville Grand. 

Following the ceremony and reception, the Symphony will be performing its concert, Veteran's Salute, at 2:30 PM. 
Each invitation to the Angel Awards will include a promotion code that will provide a discount on tickets to the concert 

for anyone attending the awards ceremony. Diana McMillin will serve as the coordinator for the Angel Awards. 
 

 
 

Greater Lewisville Arts Alliance’s 
2011 Community Angel Award – James Kunke 

James Kunke joined the City of Lewisville in August 2002 as its Community Relations Manager, 
having previously spent three years in Southlake as that city’s public information officer. He 
currently is the city’s Director of Community Relations and Tourism. In those roles, he has 
developed comprehensive communications programs that include print materials, electronic media, 
Web sites, municipal-access television, public education programs, strategic planning and 
extensive media relations. 
 

James spent 11 years in the newspaper field as a reporter and later editor of community 
publications operated by The Dallas Morning News and the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. He is a 
graduate of the University of Texas at Arlington. He also is proud to be a fifth-generation Texan with 

roots in the state stretching back to the 1850s. 
 

Professional involvement includes an active role in the City-County Communications and Marketing Association 
(3CMA) and six terms on the executive committee for the Texas Association of Municipal Information Officers 
(TAMIO). James’ work has been recognized regionally and nationally in the areas of Web site, external newsletter, 
printed annual report, media relations and marketing plans. 
 

Away from the office, he sings with his church choir and previously served as director for the children’s choir. 
 

GLAA is proud to present this year’s Community Angel Award to our good friend and supporter, James Kunke. 
 
 

Greater Lewisville Arts Alliance’s  
2011 Angel Award – Joe Ann Brooks 

Joe Ann founded The ACT in 1999 as a way to provide children a safe place to recreate.  Modeled 
after other theatres she had founded in California and those she had had grown up in as a youth, 
she was determined it would hold dear to the principles in which she believed.  It would keep its 
fees and pricing low so that all children could take part. Every child that auditioned would be cast.  
It would be dedicated to teaching the children about classic children’s literature and have outreach 
programs to underserved youth.  It would be volunteer driven, by children and for children and 
encourage all ages to take part in the productions, even allowing children as young as 3 to 
participate.  It would be led by volunteers, but as the children grew, they would acquire the reigns 

through the use of a strong intern training program.   
 

For the first eleven years, Joe Ann wrote and directed every musical to save on royalties and help the theatre grow.  
She had done this for many years elsewhere so to her it was “nothing.”  To others it was writing, composing both 
music and lyrics, choreographing, directing, producing as well as designing lights, sound and sets, doing publicity, 
producing programs and making most of the costumes!  Thank goodness she has lots of volunteers now to help!  
 

Since joining the GLAA, it has been the same.  Within a couple of months she was writing the newsletter as well as 
helping with every event.  She upgraded the newsletter to an on-line format so it can be emailed and save postage. 
Recently, she designed and installed a web site for the GLAA at Lewisvillearts.org, something the GLAA has wanted 
for years; all this while still directing and producing every show at The ACT.    
 

As Joe Ann says, “If you are called to do something, you do it.”  You do it everywhere and you do it to the best of your 
abilities.  You do it for the kids.  You do it to ensure they grow to be bright, well balanced human beings who give back 
to their own society in ways we can only imagine. 
 

The GLAA is glad to honor Joe Ann with this Angel for her drive, her zeal, the energy she brings into the room at every 
meeting, for her commitment to the arts and everything that GLAA does.  Sixty-Five and still going strong, here’s to our 
2nd Vice Chair, Newsletter Editor, and now Web Master, Joe Ann Brooks.                       Photo courtesy of Southern Exposure 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Greater Lewisville Community Theatre Angel – Beth S hotts 
The Greater Lewisville Community Theatre is very pleased to name Beth Shotts as its 2011 Angel. 
 

Beth has served on the GLCT board since 1998 and has, over the last 13 years, worn a variety of 
hats and juggled many responsibilities.  
 

Most relevant to today’s occasion, Beth has been the GLCT representative to the Greater Lewisville 
Arts Alliance since she assumed her board duties at GLCT. As such, she has been the continuing 
link between GLAA and the GLCT board, keeping it updated on, and participating in, Arts Alliance 
as well as City events such as Western Day and the Holiday Stroll. 

 

Beth has also forged partnerships with the other GLAA arts groups, especially the Visual Arts League. Through this 
relationship, VAL graces GLCT’s front windows with colorful, funky, stimulating artwork, emblematic of each show’s 
theme. 
 

At the theater, perhaps the most visible sign of Beth’s contribution becomes evident on opening night when the lobby 
is transformed from a chaotic pre-show work area into an inviting space for our patrons. Show after show, Beth creates 
an imaginative thematic display on the center table and wall shelves, along with photos of the cast and crew.   
 

The GLCT scholarship program has, over the years, provided over $13,000 to deserving LISD graduates who have 
been active in both high school and community theater programs and who plan on being involved in the arts in college. 
Beth chairs the work of the scholarship committee, keeping the application current, evaluating the applications, 
notifying the recipient, and providing publicity to honor the winner. 
 

Beth has also been a key contributor in the area of house management. She ushers, sells concessions, and is building 
a database of volunteers for both house and production work.  At our annual Sneak Peek, a party for season 
subscribers to give them a look at the upcoming season, Beth coordinates all of the food and beverage. She also helps 
purchase and restock the concessions for GLCT shows.  
 

Beth steps up to help with so many volunteer activities from set painting, to sorting and organizing closets and 
cabinets, to labeling theater publicity for mailing. She has a creative mind, a willing heart and a warm, engaging 
personality. GLCT is so fortunate to have Beth Shotts on its team and to be able to honor her today as its Angel.  
 
 

LakeCities Ballet Theatre Angel - Shanon Tate 
Shanon Tate graduated from SMU in 1994 with a BFA in Dance Performance. Prior to bringing her 
gifts to LBT, she was Co-Director of a Dallas-based dance company called Ground Level Dance 
Company and also performed with Dancer's Unlimited, Ewart and Company and Karen Robinson 
Dancers.  
 

She currently is on the faculty at Brookhaven, Ballet Conservatory, and has been Artistic Director of 
LakeCities Ballet Theatre 2 as well as Resident Choreographer for LBT for the past 6 years. In 
addition to her artistic duties, she serves unselfishly on the Board of Directors of LBT as secretary 
and is one of those gifted volunteers who steps in without being asked to do whatever needs to be 

done, whether it be sewing costumes, sending emails, editing music, working backstage, etc.  
 

She lives in Highland Village and is married to Tommy Tate. She recently gave birth to her second son!  Ms. Tate 
touches the lives of many young dancers and has made a huge impact on LBT. 
 
 

Lakeside Arts Foundation Angel – Kathy Costa 
Kathy Costa is currently a member of The Colony Cultural Arts Board, Vice President of Lakeside 
Arts Foundation, and a member of Lower Oak Lawn events committee. She was co-chair of Chalk 
The Way! street painting festival in The Colony this past year.  
 

She has lived in the area since 1982 and started her arts fascination with Lewisville HS Main Street 
singers. She has performed with various performance groups from Shakespeare in the Park in 
Dallas, Scarborough Academy of Performing Arts, Stonehenge Players in Waco, to various groups 
from Houston to Kansas City.  
 

She is employed as a residential designer for a home builder based in Dallas and is a member of the Dallas Home 
Builders Association.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Lewisville Civic Chorale Angel – Tom Swackhamer 
The Lewisville Civic Chorale gladly announces Tom Swackhamer as their Angel Award nominee for 
2011. Tom has been the treasurer for the Lewisville Civic Chorale (and the Musical Feast before 
that) for the past four years. He's spent a number of years very quietly and diligently keeping the 
books, sending periodic reports to the Secretary of State, and generally keeping LCC on the 
financial straight and narrow. He's done this even though he's not a member of the chorus himself 
and has continued to do it even when he's had no family members singing with the chorus. 
 

Tom Swackhamer was born and raised in the central Missouri town of Jefferson City as the 
youngest son of a school teacher and a state highway patrolman.  After graduating from the 

University of Missouri with a degree in Electrical Engineering in 1976, Tom took a regular army commission as an 
armor officer and served in a variety of assignments in CONUS and Germany.  After retiring, he moved to North Texas 
and obtained a BS/MS in Accounting (Tax) in May, 1999 and passed the CPA exam first try in May 2000.   
 

Tom’s professional time as a CPA began with Sproles Woodard, LLP in Fort Worth, where he worked as a tax 
accountant for clients with interests in oil and gas, farming and small business.  Since leaving Sproles in 2004, he has 
worked for a series of real estate enterprises: Prentiss Properties Trust, Brandywine Realty Trust and now Pillar 
Income Asset Management, Inc.  
 

Debby, his wife since April 23, 1977, is a middle school teacher at McKamy Middle School.  They have two children, 
Elizabeth (University of Dallas, 08) and Robert (Texas A&M, 11). 
 
 
 
 

Lewisville Lake Symphony Angel - Margaret Nath 
Margaret Nath has been an active volunteer for the symphony for many years.  
 

When Margaret began running the front of the house for symphony concerts, they guessed they had 
found someone who would be invaluable and that has certainly proven to be the case.  

Margaret has organized volunteers to take tickets, hand out programs and usher. She has managed 
the Symphony Interns who volunteer to help with concert activities. With her in charge, everything 
related to getting people into the house runs smoothly. In addition, Margaret is the reliable 
symphony photographer.  

The symphony is very pleased to honor Margaret as our 2011 Angel -- it is volunteers of her caliber that keep the 
wheels turning smoothly in every arts organization. 

 
 
 

Visual Art League Angel - Murthy Mantha 
Murthy's mission as an artist is twofold: "to be able to capture whatever inspired me in the first place 
and that the viewer should be able to see in my paintings what originally prompted me to pick up my 
brushes and paint". 
 

Murthy has been drawing since he was a child. He enjoys painting representational landscapes 
using pen and ink and watercolors. He also loves to paint illustrations for poems from classical 
Telugu literature to provide a visual representation of those rare stories. He loves painting 
architectural renderings of places that he visits. He is fascinated by the divisions of space created 
by lines such as the golden ratio. His drawings and water colors generally incorporate a lot of white 
spaces to let the viewer draw to the center of interest quickly.    

 

Murthy is a past president of IBM Club Art Club in Poughkeepsie, New York and is a very active member and 2nd Vice 
President of the Visual Arts League. He teaches drawing and conducts plein air workshops. He lives and paints from 
his home studio in Flower Mound, Texas.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Actors Conservatory Theatre Angel – Roxanna Kra wczynski 
The Actors Conservatory Theatre is proud to have chosen Roxanna Krawczynski as its 2011 Angel 
Award recipient. 
 
Roxanna and her husband Doug have two boys, Connor, 12, and Justin, 8.  Roxanna joined The 
ACT looking for a way for her boys to become more outgoing.  At the boys first audition, she was 
asked to try out as well and together they all participated in their first performance, A Christmas 
Carol, in December 2007.   
 
Roxanna accepted the position of Treasurer of The ACT in early 2008 and has been minding the 

books ever since.  She converted all of the theatre data to QuickBooks, created numerous reports to analyze statistics, 
implemented audit procedures and took over the annual budgeting process.  She has also designed and printed the 
program for many performances and helped with costuming. 
 
Roxanna graduated from Louisiana State University with a bachelor’s degree in Accounting and is a licensed CPA.  
She is still an avid LSU fan.  After working in the real estate industry for 20 years, she now spends her time 
volunteering at the theatre and at her children’s schools, playing tennis and a little golf, and being with her family.  She 
is excited to be able to help out The ACT on a professional level and feels it is a wonderful activity for the entire family. 
 
The ACT is very pleased and happy to have such a wonderful, caring professional on their team. 
 
 
 
The Colony Playhouse  Angel – Martin Mussey  

Martin Mussey of The Colony Playhouse, a non-profit children’s theater, has been associated with 
the TCP since its beginnings as an idea back in 2008.  
 

Martin has served in a variety of capacities for TCP to include Artistic Director until he took the 
reigns as President in 2011. He has served as lighting designer, actor, and has also directed. He 
directed the inaugural production of “Three Little Pigs out West” in 2009 and most recently directed 
the Spring teen dinner theater production of “Cinderella by the Commedia Players”.  
 

By day, Martin works professionally as a Regional Director of Human Resources for a national 
corporate relocation firm based in Danbury, CT.  

 

Martin graduated from the University of North Texas with a major in Theater and freelanced professionally doing 
lighting design and acting for many area theaters including the Dallas Children’s Theatre (DCT). DCT is where his 
passion for introducing kids to the arts and “theater magic” really grew and where favorite productions included; “If You 
Give a Mouse a Cookie”, “Lyle The Crocodile”, “Christmas Witch”, and “Cinderella; or Everyone Needs a Fairy 
Godmother”.  
 

Martin cherishes the opportunity to share this passion for the arts as an integral part of the community while providing 
a place that entire families can participate, even his own.  
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